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Senator Moore, Representative Abercrombie, Senator Berthel, Representative Case and esteemed
members of the Human Services Committee, my name is Justine Randall and I am the Co-Chair of the
Public Policy and Outreach Committee with the Connecticut Association for Behavior Analysis
(CTABA).

Thank you for the opportunity  to offer our Association’s testimony regarding House Bill 5040- An Act
Concerning the Governor’s Budget Recommendations for Human Services.

We support efforts to expand and fund the Student Loan Repayment Program (SLRP). However, Behavior
Analysts are an important and growing field within behavioral health services and are excluded from
language in the bill. We would encourage the Human Services Committee to add behavior analysts as a
profession that can benefit from this program.

Currently, there are 492 licensed behavior analysts registered with the CT Department of Public Health.
Recent data suggests there are 1110 Board Certified Behavior Analysts residing in CT as well as 922
Registered Behavior Technicians, who must be supervised for 5% of their work in Applied Behavior
Analysis.

Behavior Analysts in CT work in a multitude of settings including homes, schools, communities, and
outpatient clinics. Behavior Analysts provide intervention across a range of specialty areas such as:
language and social skills (Koegel & Koegel, 2006); feeding and sleep disorders (Friman & Piazza,
2011); and school refusal (Kearney et al., 2004). Furthermore, Behavior Analysis is considered the
standard of care for individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder and determined to be medically necessary
(SB No. 301). The CDC estimates Autism impacts 1 in 44 individuals (Maenner et al., 2018). Given the
specialized nature of services and increasing rates of ASD within the state, the need for ABA services
continues to grow and many members of the community experience delays in access to care.

We thank you for the opportunity to provide this input and CTABA looks forward to continuing to work
with the legislature on addressing needs within CT’s behavioral health system.

Regards,

Justine Randall, M.Ed., BCBA, LBA

Co-Chair CTABA Public Policy & Legislative Outreach (PPLO)
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